Appraising an artwork

The model to be worked through is a “Max Darby” model that asks you to move from describing objects to interpreting and inferring. There are many approaches to appraising artworks depending on the experience of the person appraising. This model has been chosen as it is quite widely accepted amongst visual art educators.  It can be adapted to different year levels, for example, you might just focus on particular elements in the middle section. 
1. Description

(What do you see” Factual information only – no inferences, no position, no judgements, no opinions)

	


2. Analysis
(How is the artwork organised? What elements have been used? How has the work been constructed? What tools of the trade have been used?)

Colour: Warm and cool colours, shades (Black added), tints (white added)

	


Line:  Expressive, contour, broken, flowing, hatched, straight, heavy, light, directional, colours of lines.

	.


Shape: Enclosed, curved, solid, open, angular, overlapping

	


Texture: Rough, smooth, prickly, real (has surface that you can feel), implied (suggested by mark making)

	


Balance: Is the artwork symmetrical or asymmetrical (heavy on one side compared to the other)? How has this been done through the use of colour? (weighting of colour through value/intensity), placement of objects, direction of lines etc.

	


Contrast: Where is/are the focal point/s (where your eye is drawn to first)? Have colour opposites been used (warm/cool, heavy/transparent)? How has the artist used dark and light lines, heavy and open shapes to achieve contrast?

	


Pattern:  How have certain lines, shapes and colours been repeated to draw your eye through the artwork? (repetition). How have variations been made using line, colour, shape and texture to “interrupt this flow? (Variation), what helps the artwork to “keep together” (unified)

	


Space: Is the picture space crowded or open (what tools of the trade has the artist used to achieve this – illusions of depth, distance, perspective, weight of objects in the foreground, mid-ground, background, variations in size, softening colours and lines, focus, losing details as objects appear further away etc.)

	


3. Interpretation

Based on your understanding of how the artist has worked, and your personal experience, what do you think the artist was trying to convey through this artwork? (intent)

NB. You need to support and justify your statement with evidence that leads you to this conclusion.

	


When discussing the following issues please be prepared to validate your statements with evidence and be mindful that your socio-economic background may influence the way you view and respond to images.

Discuss the context around which these images are constructed: in this case cultural and social contexts.

· What messages are being sent by the images? (either real or implied)

· Could you make some inferences about the social/cultural context in which they have been constructed?

· Would these images be composed differently by a person from another cultural or social background?

· What sensitivities may exist around the use of these artworks?

